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Like C. elegans, the fruit fly Drosophlia melanogaster has been a crucial model organism

in developmental biology. The genome of Drosophlia is similar in size to that of C.
elegans, and Drosophlia can be easily maintained and bred in the laboratory.
Furthermore, the short reproductive cycle of Drosophila (about 2 weeks) makes it a very
useful organism for genetic experiments. Many fundamental concepts of genetics—such
as the relationship between genes and chromosomes—were derived from studies of

“ Drosophlia early in the twentieth century.
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